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New SCTX Case of RFAs and Gross
Negligence
Medina v. Zuniga
On Friday the Texas Supreme Court handed down its decision in
Medina v. Zuniga , addressing two issues we see with alarming
frequency: the misuse of requests for admissions; and a
misunderstanding of the definition of "gross negligence" for the
purpose of awarding punitive damages.
Regarding the use of requests for admissions, the Supreme Court
reasserted its long-held opinion that admissions should be used for
the purpose of "addressing uncontroverted matters or evidentiary
ones like the authenticity or admissibility of documents." More
important, the Court warned admissions should not be used to
establish merit-based conclusions regarding the liability of the parties
(i.e. "admit you were negligent," "admit you were speeding," admit
there was no contributory negligence"). The Court further found
sanctions against the defendant were improper for denying liabilitybased admissions requests even though ordinary negligence was
ultimately stipulated in trial.
Regarding punitive damages, the Supreme Court again emphasized
the clear differences between ordinary negligence and gross
negligence. As the Court noted, "any driver knows that our roads are
replete with thoughtless, careless, and risky drivers. Gross
negligence can be supported only by an extreme degree of risk, not
'a remote possibility of injury or even a high probability of minor
harm, but rather the likelihood of serious injury to the plaintiff.'"
The Texas Supreme Court's decision, Medina v. Zuniga, 2019 WL
1868012 (Tex. Apr. 26, 2019), can be found at here, or email us at
lorin.subar@fletcherfarley.com and we will immediately send you a
copy.
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